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Policy: Policies may be referred to as “standing plans”. They are guides to future decision making that

action.

are intended to shape those decisions. Decisions must be consistent with a goal, an integral part of the
policy documentation. A policy is a general guide to action, an overreaching statement, which includes a
goal and guiding principles for an intervention. Policy documentation thus has some characteristics in
common with plans, for example, the inclusion of goals. However, policy documents are more general than
those for plans. For example, they are less likely to specify the means by which the ends are to be attained.

This implies that a policy provides general direction for actions but in itself does not prescribe a course of

lan: Owen, J.M. 1993, Programme Evaluation Forms and Approaches, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.
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Policy Analysis is concerned with issues such as giving an account of the development of a policy, the

explication of choices which faced the policy maker, and the assumptions made and values employed in
making choices between alternatives. Much of what passes for policy analysis could be thought of as
reflective, often done in retrospect, relying on secondary data, and directed towards an understanding of
policy development per se rather than towards the direct improvement of a specific policy initiative.

lan: Owen, J.M. 1993, Programme Evaluation Forms and Approaches, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.
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Context

the media

Actors

national politicians bureaucrats
 national interest groups
* international organizations

« Situational factors

« Structural factors

* Cultural factors

* International factors

Content
» Social insurance for financing
health services
« Free condoms in family
planning clinics
* Adding hepatitis B to
routine immunization

Process

Why do issues reach the agenda?
Who formulates policy?

How is policy implemented?

What makes policies change?
Who evaluates?

ﬂﬁﬁ)‘]JﬂﬁaLﬂﬁzﬁ'uIﬂ‘}ﬂﬂ

(Walt, G. Health Policy: An Introduction to Process and Power. London: Zed Books, 1994)
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Policy Research or Policy Evaluation: involves the determination of the impact of policies on targets for

the direct and timely use of those responsible for a policy intervention

131: Owen, M. Programme Evaluation Forms and Approachs, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1993.
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